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24 THE AUTOMOBILE USER'S GUIDE 

THE ART OF STEERING 

We believe you'll "find YOUI' new Pontiac easier to steer than any 

car you have ever driven and while th is is a distinct advantage, 

it may be necessary in the beginning to change your steering tech· 

nique in order to avoid oversteering by exerting-more effort than 

is necessary or desirable in controlling the direction of the car. 

Cultivate the art of relaxed naturalness in your drivinq~let the 

car help you-let it do the things it's been designed. to do-don't 

struggle with it but rather let yourself be a part of it- just as it has 

been designed to be a· part of you. 

By this we do not mean to encourage a lack of alertness, but 

quite the opposite because if you will let the car do what it is de­

signed to do your senses are free to attend to the problems of driv­

ing- which i~ to say-watch~ng the road, coping with modern traffic 

conditions and meeting any emergencies. 

Don't hold the wheel too tightly-firmly when in traffic but 

never too 1ightly because tensene~s in grasping the wheel is hard 

on -the nerves, and contributes to fatigue which, in turn. detracts 

from your alertness and safety. 
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CITY PARKIN G 
Most motorists are able to do a 

pretty good job of steering when 

the car is moving in a forward direc­

tion , but backing up pothers a good 

many of us-particularly that very 

special kind of backing we must do when we park in a short space 

at the curb. 

This is 8 point where the difference between an ordinary driver 

and a real expert driver ~comes especially noticeable, It's surpris­

ing how few drivers are able to , park ,their cars close to the curb 

in a short space without a lot of extra turns. 

This lack of expertness in parking accounts, perhaps, for the 

many new cars we see on the streets that have been sc~atchedand 

nicked before they have really been broken in. This may be the 

fault of the manufacturer, for as far as we know the question 

of how to park in a limited space has never been dealt with in any 

instruction book. 

So, we thought it would be worthwhile, not necessarily from 

your viewpoint, but from the viewpoint of other members of your 

family who may not have had much experience in driving, to in­

clude detailed instructions on how to park in a small space: 

This js done on the following page 
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I Drive up and stop 
even with the car in 

front. (Most trouble in 
parking comes from . a 
wrong beginning, from 
not pulling ahead far 
enough). 

2 Turn the wheels 
sharply and back 

the rear end of your car 
toward the curb. 

3 As rear wheels near 
curb, swing the 

front wheels so as to bring 
front of car near curb. 
(Do this while still back. 
ing the car up slowly.) 

4 Now pull yourself 
ahead into park .. 

ing position. 



CITY PARKING 

With the short turning radius of the new Pontiac and the ease 

with which it steers, the foregoing operations are extremely easy­

. By following the parking method outlined above, you will, 

after a little experience, be able to park your car in a space_ just a 

little longer than the car itself. 

Before leaving the car, put on your emergency brake, but if 

the road- is level set it rather lightly so that your car can be pushed 

forward or backward by other parked cars without ~amaging 

your bumpers. 

Don't try to park too close to the curb because that makes it 

diffic~lt to get your car back out again. In most cities you are 

allowed 6 inches. 

When parking on hilly streets or roads, in addition to putting 

the emergency b~ake on, put your gear-shift.1eve.r into reverse be­

fore leaving the car so as to let the engine serve as a brake. Turn 

the front wheels in towards the c.urb. This isl an ordinance in 

many cities. 

As pointed out above, it's during the early period of ownership 

that there 'is the greatest danger of bruising your fenders and scuff­

ing your bumpers. Naturally you don't want to do this----especially 

with a car such as the new Pontiac in which so much-painstaking 

attention has been. given to the fine details of appearance and finish. 

Aside from the fact that we of the Pontiac Motor Company are 

interested in helping you with your car using problems- in help­

ing you to get the most out of your car at the least expense--we' 

have a very selfish interest ~ 

OUI new cars on the streets represent one of our most 

potent adverUsing _forces and naturally we are interested 

in keeping these cars lo·oking as -new as possible just 

as long as possible. 
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NIGHT DRIVING 
In former years, night driving was 

indulged in , only under conditions of 

necessity. Today, improved streets and 

roads and new types of headlights have 

made night driving just abou t as safe and 

. as. comforta ble as driving in the daytime. 

Although equ~lly efficient for town and d ty use; the Pontiac 

lighting system has been primarily designed. to meet modern con­

ditions of. country driving. In fact, with these lights many Pontiac 

owners, while touring, prefer to do part of their traveling at night 

when there is likely to be less_ traffic on the roads. 

When you drive your new Pontiac at night, you will note that 

your lights bum very sleadily- tegardiess of changes in speed, 

they ne ither dim nor do they flare. This is due to an automatic 

vol tage control which measures out the amount of current which 

·flows along the wires and ' keeps it uniform at all times. This not 

only saves your battery. but it keeps the lamp bulbs at their full 

brightness. wi th the result that bulb life is lengthenecj. (See page 73.) 

As explained back on page II, the light switch on the instrument 

board is adustable to three positiS>ns. It is interesting to note in this 

connection that whenever you have to use this hand switch, your 

car is 'either parked or is moving at comparatively slow city speeds 

---:-and. in neither case is any inconvenience experienced in remov­

ing' one hand from the wheel. At greater speeds on the open road, 

where safe driving requires both hands on the wheel, any necessary 

changes ofJights . ~re ih~de by_ means of the foot.o()perafed country 

passing switch loc~ted on the floorboard just to ,the left of the 

clutch pedal. . 
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NIGHT DRrVING 29 

In meeting cars at night, the good driver 

watches the right edge of the road, instead of " 

looking-into the lights of the approaching car. 

This nol only mak"esnighl driving sater, but it 

prevents eye iatjgue on busy night highways. 

When driving in fog, both headlight beams 

should always be turned down (city driving 

position). This prevents the fine drops of mois· 

tUfe in the air from reflecting the light back into your eyes in the 

form of glare, arid also increases the illumination of the road directly 

in fron"t. 

And speaking of glare in connection with night driving- just a 

word about the design of the Pontiac windshield. As you have ne­

ticed, it slants two ways. This adQy to the distinctive appearance of 

the car, but of far greater importance is the fact that it is also the 

b~st diverter of reflections that has yet been devised. 

You h~ve probably experienced the annoyance of driving at 

night on a crowded and brightly lighted thoroughfare in a car with 

straight windows all around and reflections 

shining into your eyes from all directions" Th~ 

specially designed Pontiac windshield practi­

cally eliminates this hazard thereby adding 

much to the comfort and security of night 

driving" 

If you are interested in a: rather corp.pl~le "su:mmaryof driving suggestions, write 
for a free copy of lhe booKlel, "We Drivers," to Owner5 Service Dept., Ponliac Motor 

Co., Pontiac, Michigan., 
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WINTER DRIVING 
Good roads and efficient highway patrols hav~ 

made winter driving increasingly popular, 

Automobile clubs and touring serVices make 

a special fea ture of supplying information for 

winter trips, and the highway departments of 

many states provide daily information on road 

conditions, which is .generally available at 

the better class of filling stations. 

Pontiac has a number of features that make winter driving par­

ticularly popular with its owners. Among these are such things as: 

The Automatic Choke for easy year around starting; the "Winter" 

and "Summer" Setting on the intake manifold heater; the Crankcase 

Ventilating System wh~ch prevents dilution of the crankcase oil in 

cold weather; and the Thermostat in the cooling system which helps 

the engine to::> warm up quickly. Such features are among the en· 

gineers ' contribution to the all·year.'round use of your motor car. * 
In addition to the strictly mechanical features of your Pontiac 

that add to the pleasures of winter driving, the body is scientificaUy 

insulated and sealed against drafts. But mo~t important is the fisher 

ventilating system which allows full control of the currents of air 

circulating through the car to make driving comfortable either 

winter or summer. Like so many other units on the car, it should 

never require any attention. 

* Special provision has been made in the instrument panel for the installation of a 
windshield safety deJroster. This simple device. conllsting of a rotary blower 
mounted on the Pontiac Hot Waler Heater and two flexible lubes extending 10 metal 
nonies in special slols provided 81 the top of the instrument pane), direct. a sueam 
of warm air over the windshield. In this way . fog is removed from the inside of the 
glass. and snow and sleet melted so that the windshield wipers can wipe the giasl 
clean. The defroster is independenlly conJrolled by a switch mounted below Ihe leU 
side of the instrument panel. See page 8S. 



IIHIGHWAY HINTS" 

I. WATCH YOUR SPEED-The combination of No-Draft Ventila­
tion, Insulated Body, Knee-Action and the quietness of the Pontiac 
engine and transmission, make it 'extre'msly difficult to guess the 

speed at which you are traveling. So you'll have to depend more on 
your speedometer 'than ever before; 

2. PASSING CARS ON THE ROAD-Sometimes we wonder, after 
we have turned out to pass a car ahead of us , if there is going to 

be room and time enough to go around. Look a t it in this way­

when you pass a car that is qoing forty miles an hour it's just like 
trying to pass a standing string of cars 300 feet long, or more, depend­

ing on your own speed in passing. In other words, it's like passing 
at least eighteen cars parked bumper to bumper in the road. 

Don'l lake chances. Always wait until you can see the car you have 
just passed in the tear-view mirror before turning over to the right 

in front of it. 

3. ON HlLLS---Never try to pass a car when approaching the top 
of a hill-there's no way .of telling what may be coming on the 

other side. 

Keep well to the right of the road when approaching the crown 

of a hllL 

4. MOUNTAIN TRAVEL-In traveling through mountainous coun­
try remember: this simple rule-use the same gear going down a 

bill as you used in going up it. 
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5. AFTER A HARD DRIVE-In hoi weaiher or in mouniainous coun· 
-try I the engine should be allowed to idle a few minutes before 
cutting it off. This will prevenf boiling and loss of water as wen as 
give protection against vapor lock. (See page 44.) 

6. APPLYING BRAKES-In going down long hills-wheiher in high 
or in second gear- the efficient way to slow up the car is by a suc­
cession of "snubbing" actions of the brake rather than by a con­
tin UDUS pressure on the pedal. 

7. SLIPPERY PAVEMEN'i'S-A good rule to follow when driving 
on slippery pavements is---do everytbing slowly. Start slowly, 
accelerate slowly, stop _slowly and, · above all, drive slowly. Fast 
stops and starts make any car tend to skid. You will find it extreme~y 
easy to controllhe car speed of your Pontiac because it is equipped 
with a "slow-opening" accelerator that permits power to be applied 
gradually to the rear · wheels froin 10 to 50 miles per hour. This 
feature, combined with Pontiac's hydraulic brakes, makes slow 
stopping and starting very simple. Incidentally, when applying 
the. brakes, do~'t forget to leaye the clutch engaged until the car has 
almosf stopped. This habit alone will prevent much skidding. 

8. SKIDDlNG~If your car starts to skid. turn the front wheels in 
the direction. of the skid and at the same time take your foot off the 
accelerator gradually. 

9. IN ROUNDING TURNS-An interesting lesson can be learned 
from the technique of professional racing drivers who, instead of 
keeping at full speed until they are well into the turn and then . 
putting on the brakes, apply their brakes when approaching the 
tUI.Ii, enter it at reduced speed and then accelerate as they come 
out again on the straightaway . 

.10. WHEN ONE WHEEL RUNS orr THE PAVEMENT---:-the natural 
inclination is to tum the car quickly back on the road a9aio, . or to 
jam on the brakes. Ne~tber method is safe at high speeds. A beUer 
way is to take the foot Q,ff the accelerator, hold the wheels straight 
and allow the c&r to slow down gradually until it can be brought 
back into the road easily-without jar or sway. 

II. TIRE BLOW.QUTS-The same is true in the case of a tire blow­
out. Almost by instinct, we are inclineq tq jam on t.he brakes when a. 
tire "blows," whereas the proper thing to do is just to hold the car 
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